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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (Previously presented) A method of securing a first bone against moveroent 
relative to a second bone in apatienfs body, said method comprising the steps of: 

positioning a retainer member formed of bone through the first bone and into the second 

bone; 

px^enting relative movement between the first and second bones with the retainer 
member for a period of time; and 

thereafter, breaking the retainer member to release the first and second bones for 
movement illative to each other, wherein the retainer member is broken in a joint space located 
between the first and second bones. 

COPY 

2. -4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in. claim 1 fiirtber comprising 
utilizing the retajjaer member to form an opening in the first or second bone in the patienfs body 
by moving at least a portion of the retainer member through a compact outer layer of the first or 
second bone into cancellous bone enclosed by the compact outer layer. 

6. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 1 fhrther comprising 
connecting the retainer member formed of bone with the second bone by moving a portion of the 
retainer member formed of bone into the second bone and transmitting force between an outer 
side surfece area on the retainer member formed of bone and the second bone. 

7. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 1 fiirther comprising 
connectiDg the retainer member formed of bone with first bone by moving a portion of the 
retainer member tirrough a portion of the first bone and transmitting force between an outer side 
surface area on the retainer m ember formed of bone and the first bone. 
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8,-15, (Cancelled) 



16. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step 
positioning the retainer member formed of bone tbxongh th e first bone and into the second bone 
includes moving a leading end portion of the retainer member foxmed of bone through the first 
bone and into the second bone and interrupting movement of the retainer member formed of bone . 
when the leading end portion of the rctaina: memb^ formed of bone has moved a predetermined 
distance into tiie second bone disposed in the patient's body. 

COPY 

17..2L (Cancelled) ^ " " 

22, (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of positioning 
the retainer member formed of bone through the first bone and into the second bone includes 
moving a thin elongated member through the first bone and into the second bone, and guiding 
movement of the retainer member formed of bone through the first bone and into the second 
bone with the thiti elongated member. 



23--27. (Cancelled) 



28. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of positioning a 
retainer member formed of bone through the first bone and into the second bone includes 
enclosing the retainer member formed of bone with a sleeve, applying force against a trailing end 
portion of the retainer member formed of bone, and moving a leading end portion of the retainer 
member formed of bone through the first bone and into the second bone under the influence of 
force applied against the trailing end portion of the retainer member formed of bone while the 
retainer member formed of bone is enclosed by the sleeve. 
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29» (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 28 further including the step of 
intemiptiiig movement of the leading end portion of the retainer manber formed of bone through 
the first hone aod into the second bone when the leading end portion of the retainer member 
fomied of bone has moved a predetennined distance through tibe first bone and into the second 
bone. 



46. (Previously presented) A method of securing a first bone in a patient's body against 
movement relative to a second bone ixi the patient's body, said metfiod comprising the steps of 
moving a retainer member into the first and second bones^ retaining the first and second bones 
against movement relative to each other with die retains member, and, thereafter, breaking the 
retainer member to release the first and second bones for movemexit relative to each other, 
wherein tiie retainer member is broken in a joint space located between the first and second 
bones. 

47. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wberdri the retainer member is formed 
of bone, said step of moving the retainer member into the first and second bones includes 
utilizing the retainer member formed of bone to at least partially form an opening in at least one 
of the bones. 

48. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein said step of breaking the 
retainer member to release the first and second bones for movement relative to each other 
includes bending a joint between fiie first and second bones. 

49. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein said step of moving ±e retainer 
member into the first and second bones includes utilizing the retainer member to form an 
opening extending through the first bone and to form an opening extending into the second bone. 



30.-45. (Cancelled) 
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50. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein said step of moving the retainer 
member into the first and second bones includes moving the retainer member throngh connective 
tissue di^scd between the first and second bones. 

51. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein an end portion of the first bone 
is disposed adjacent to an end portion of the second bone, said step of moving the retainer 
member into the fiist and second bones includes moving a portion of the retainer member 
through the end portion of the first bone into the eod portion of the second bone. 



52.-63. (Cancelled) 



COPY 



64. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 49 inmher including the step 
of removing ahard surface area from a location on a compact outer layer of at least one of the 
first and second bone in the patient's body, said step of utilizing the retainer member to form an 
opening includes transmitting force from the leading end portion of the retainer member at the 
location where the haid surfece area on the compact outer layer was removed. 

65- CPrevionsly presented) A method as set forth in claim 46 fiirther comprising 
connecting the retainer member with the first and second bones by transmitting force between an 
outer side surface area on the retainer member and the first and second bones. 

66.-68. (Cancelled) 

69. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 47 wherein said step of utilizing the 
retainer member fonned of bone to at least partially form an opening in at least one of the bones 
includes enclosing the retainer member foirned of bone with a sleeve, and applying force against 
a trailing end portion of said retainer member formed of bone to move a leading end portion of 
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the retainer m«nber formed of bone through ttie first bone and into the second bone in the 
patient's body. 



70.-73. (Cancelled) 



74. (Currently Amended) A method of immobilizing a joint betweoi first and second 
bon^ in a patient's body, said m^od comprising the steps of: 

moving a retainer member formed of bone through a portion of the first bone and into the 
second bone, ai*d 

holding the first and second bones against movement relative to each other with die 
retainer mmiber fomied of bone, wherein the first and second bones are different bones in the 
patimf's bod y, and 

releasing the first and second bones for movement relative to each other bv breaking the 
retainer member formed of bone . 

75. (OriginaJ) A method as set forth in claim 74 wherein said step of moving a retainer 
member form ed of bone through a portion of the first bone and into the second bone includes 
utilizing the retainer member formed of bone to form an opening in the second bone as the 
retainer member formed of bone moves into the second bone. 



COPY 



76. (Cancelled). 



77. (Currently Amended) A method oa oot forth in olaim 7 A of immobilizing a joint 
betweeo first and second bones in a patient* s bodv> said method comprising the stens of: 

moving a retains member formed of bone through a portion of the first bone and into the 
second bone: 

holding the first and second bones against movement relative to each other with the 
retainer member formed of bone, wherein the firat and second bones are different bones in the 
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patient's body; and 

fiirthior including th e g lep-ef positioning tissue at the joint between the first and second 
bones prior to performing said step of moving a retainer member formed of bone through a 
portion of the first bone and into the second bone. 

78. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 74 furtibcr including the step of detcnnining 
the extent of movement of a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone relative 
to the first bone and interrupting said stqp of moving the retainer member fomied of bone 
through a portion of the first bone and into the second bone upon determining that the extent of 
movement of the leadin g end portion of the retainer mOTiber formed of bone cotresponds to a 
predetermined extent of movement. ^1 

79. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 74 further including the step of 
inserting the retainer member fomi ed of bone into a tubular member, and positioning the tubular 
member adjacent to the first bone, said step of moving a retainer member formed of bone dirough 
a portion of the first bone and into the second bone is at least partially performed with a portion 
of the retainer member formed of bone di.sposed in tibie tubular member. 

80. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 79 wherein said step of movmg a 
retdncr member formed of bone through a portion of the first bone and into the second bone 
includes applying force against a trailing end portion of the retainer member formed of bone 
wbUe the trailing end portion of the retainer membei: formed of bone is enclosed by the tubular 
member. 

8 1 . (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 74 wherein said step of moving a 
retainer member formed of bone through a portion of the first bone and into the second bone 
includes moving a thin elongated member into the portion of the first bone and into the second 
bone m the patient's body and moving the retainer member formed of bone along the thin 
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elongated member into the portion of the first bone and into tbe second bone in the patient^ 
body. 

82. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 81 wherein said stqp of moving the 
retainer member formed of bone along the thin elongated member into the portion, of the first 
bone in the patient's body includes utilizing tbe retainer member formed of bone to form an 
opening in the portion of th e first bone and the second bone in the patient's body. 

83. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 82 wherein said step of positioning 
the retainer member foimed of bone in the portion of the first bone in the patient's body includes 
tbe steps of enclosing the retainer formed of bone with a tubular member disposed adjacent to an 
outer side of the portion of the first bone in the patient's body, and applying force against a 
trailing end portion of the retainer member formed of bone. 

84. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 8 1 wherein said step of connecting 
the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured includes moving the retainer 
member formed of bone through the tissue. 

COPY 

85. (Cancelled) 

86. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 81 further including the step of 
removing a hard surface area from a location on the portion of the first bone in the patient's body, 
said step of moving a thin elongated member into the portion of the first bone in the patient's 
body includes moving the thin elongated member into the portion of the first bone in the patient's 
body at the location where the hard sur&ce area on the portion of the first bone in the patient's 
body was r^oved, said step of moving the retainer member formed of bone along the thin 
elongated member includes moving a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone 
into engagement with tiie portion of the first bone in the patient's body at the location where the 
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hard surface area on tfie portion of the first bone in the patieaof s body was removed. 

87. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 81 wherein said step of moving the 
retainer member formed of bone along the thin elongated member includes utilizing the retainer 
member formed of bone to fom an opening in the portion of the first bone in the patient's body 
by pushing material foiming the portion of the bone in the patient's body aside under the 
influffljce offeree tramtnitted throng Ae retainer member formed of bone. 

COPY 

88. -100. (Cancelled) 

101 . (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 further comprising fte steps of 
positioning at least a portion of a retainer member formed of bone in a tubular member, and 
moving at least a portion of the retainer member fomied of bone out of the tubular member 
throu^ the first bone and into tihe second bone in the patient's body- 

102. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 101 wheiein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member fbrmed of bone out of the tubular member through the first 
bone and into the second bone in the patient's body includes forming an opening in the first bone 
in the patient's body with a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone. 

103. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 101 wherein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone out of the tubular member through the first 
bone and into the second bone in the patient's body includes initiating formation of an opening in 
the first bone in the patient's body. 

104. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim lOl fhrther including the step of 
removing a hard surfece area fix)m a location on at least one of the first and second bones, said 
step of moving at least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone through the first bone 
and into the second bone includes transmitting force from an end portion of the retainer m ember 
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formed of bone at the location where the hard surface area was reamoved. 

105. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 101 wherein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone through the first bone and into the second 
bone includes rotating the retain er member formed of bone about a central axis of the retainer 
member formed of bone. 

1 06. (Withdrawn) A method as set jfbrth in claim 101 wh^ein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone through the first bone and into the second 
bone includes applying an axially directed force against the retainer member formed of bone and 
pushing material of at least one of the first and second bones in the patient's body aside under the 
influence of the axially directed force without rotating the r^ainer member foiined bone about a 
central axis of the retainer member formed of bone, 

107. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 101 wherein said step of moving at 
least aportion of the retainer member formed of bone through the first bone and into the second 
bone in the patient's body includes moving at least a portion of the bone in the patient's body 
into cancellous bone enclosed by the conqiact outer layer. 

108. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 101 wherein said steps of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone out of the tubular member tiirough the first 
bone and into the second bone in the patianit's body mcludes connecting the retainer member 
formed of bone witti the first and second bones by moving a portion of the retainer member 
formed of bone ftrough tiie first bone and into the second bone in the patient's body and 
transmitting force b<*ween an outer side surface area on the retainer member formed of bone and 
the first and second bones. 

109. - US. (Cancelled) 

1 16. (Withdrawn) A method a$ set forth in claim 101 wherein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone out of the tubular member through the first 
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bone and into the second bone in the patient's body includes moving a leading end portion of the 
retainer member fonned of bone tbiougb the first bone and into the second bone in the patient's 
body and intcm^ting movement of the r^ainer member when the leading end portion of the 
retainer member formed of bone has moved a predetermined distance into through the first bone 
and into the second bone in the patient's body. 

1 17. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claiin 101 wherein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member fonned of bone out of the tubular member through the first 
bone and into the second bone in the patient's body includes moving a thin elongated member 
through the fijret bone and into the second bone in the patient's body and guiding movement of 
the retainer member formed of bone through the first bone and into the second bone in the 
patiOTt*s body witii the thin elongated member. 

118. (Cancelled) 

1 19. (Withdrawn) A method as set fortfi in claim 101 further including the stqp of 
disengaging the tubular member ftom the retainer maaaber formed of bone after performing said 
step of moving at least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone through the first bone 
and into the second bone in the patient*s body. 

120. -128. (Cancelled). 

1 29. (Previously presented) A method of securing a first bone against movement 
relative to a second bone in a patient's body, said method comprising the steps of initiating 
fonnation of an opening in the first bone in the patient's body by applying force against tbe first 
bone m the patient's body with an end of a retainer member formed of bone, moving at least a 
portion of die retainer member formed of bone into the opening initiated in the first bone in the 
patient's body by the retainer member fonned of bone, connecting the retainer member foraied of 
bone with the tissue to be secured, wherein the tissue to be secured is a second bone in the 
patients body, said steps of moving at least a portion of the retainer member fonned of bone in 
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the first bo»e in the patient's body and connecting tbe retainer member formed of bone with the 
tissue to be secured includes moving a portion of the retainer member through the first bone into 
the second bone to prevent reladve movement between the first and second bones, and thereafter, 
breaking the retainer member to release the first and second bones for movement relative to each 
otiier, wherein the retainer member is broken in a joint space located between the first and second 
bones. 

130. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 129 further including the 
step of removing a hard surface area firom a location on the first bone in the patient's body, said 
step of initiating formation of an opening in the first bone in the patient's body includes 
transmitting force from the end of tbe retainer member formed of bone to the - 
patiaif s body at the location where the hard surface area was removed. Y 

131 . (Previously presented) A method as set forth io claim 130 wherein said step of 
transmitting force fiom the end of the retainer member formed of bone to the fi^rst bone in the 
patient's body includes rotating the retainer member formed of bone about a central axi s of the 
retainer member fonned of bone. 

132. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 130 whcieux said step of 
transmitting force fi-om the end of the retainer member formed of bone to the first bone in Ihe 
patienf s body includes pushing raateriaJ of the fi rst bone in the patient's body aside under the 
influMice of force transmitted firan tiie retainer member fonned of bone. 

133. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 129 wherein said step of 
moving at least a portion of the retainer member fonned of bone into the first bone in the 
patient's body is performed vwthout rotating the retainer member formed of bone about a 
longitudinal central axis of the retainer member formed of bone. 

134. (Previously presorted) A method as set forth in claim 129 whwein said step of 
connecting the retainer member fonned of bone with tissue to be secured includes moving a 
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portioD of the retainer member formed of boTie into the tissue to be secured and transmittin g 
force between an outer side suifece area on the retainer member formed of bone and the tissue to 
be secured. 

135. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 129 wherein said step 
moving at least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the opening initiated in the 
portion of the bone in the pati ent's body by the retainer member formed of bone includes moving 
a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in the 
patient's body and interruptmg movement of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion 
of the bone in the patient's body when the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of 
bone has moved a predetermined distance into the portion of the bone disposed in the patient's 

body. COPV 

136. -137. (Cancelled) 

138. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 129 wherein said step of 
connecting the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured is performed after 
perfoimance of said step of initiating formation of an opening in flie first bone in the patient's 
body. 

139. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in clahn 50, wherein the connective 
tissue is healed prior to breaking the retainer member. 
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